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The situation in the UMC is currently very fluid so this list will soon be out of date. Initially composed by UMC Next 

and updated for use in the New England Annual Conference, the list is neither comprehensive or without error. Its 

purpose is to provide information to people who may not be familiar with these organizations, movements and/or 

initiatives. 

The Wesleyan Covenant Association is the latest manifestation of The Renewal and 

Reform Coalition (made up of Good News, the Confessing Movement, UMAction,  

Renew, and Transforming Congregations).   

Although independently governed, these organizations have worked together in coalition for many years. At GC 

2019 they promoted the Traditional Plan. They are currently focused on either bringing legislation to strengthen 

the Traditional Plan or negotiate a dissolution of the UMC at GC 2020 with two new entities being created. There 

are various conversations being had within jurisdictional and central conferences around the terms of dissolution. 

Uniting Methodists – Formed in the run up to GC 2019, this network is 

working collaboratively with all who share the values of Ephesians 4:1-7 in 

contrast to the polarization that exists within the wider culture and the 

Church. Their convictions, aims, and commitments for spiritual and structural unity in the Church have not changed 

since GC 2019. They will seek to eradicate rules of exclusion of LGBTQ persons or punishment for any who work for 

the full inclusion of all. 

Mainstream UMC – Created for the purpose of building a coalition of support for 

the One Church Plan at GC 2019, Mainstream UMC is continuing its work by 

collaborating with conversations around reform of our church or creation of a 

new form of Methodism. They desire to continue acts of resistance, evaluate 

apportionment dollars, engage in dialogue groups and build a coalition of support for a UMC governance structure 

that allows for appropriate regional autonomy. They recently invited input on Facebook and through their website 

about the essentials of a new Methodism and definitions of inclusion. 

UMCNext is composed of some six hundred clergy and laity (10 from each U.S. annual 
conference) who gathered in Kansas in late May 2019 in response to the adoption of 
The Traditional Plan. Composed of moderates/progressives the group rejects the 
Traditional Plan as inconsistent with the gospel of Jesus Christ and will resist its 

implementation. 
The group shares a common commitment to a Wesleyan vision of Christianity and commits to resist evil, 

injustice and oppression in all forms and toward all people and build a church which affirms the full participation of 
all ages, nations, races, classes, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, and abilities. 

UMC Next will work to eliminate discriminatory language and the restrictions and penalties in the Discipline 
regarding LGBTQ persons. They affirm the sacred worth of LGBTQ persons celebrate their gifts, and commit to 
being in ministry together. 

There is no one strategy coming out of the Kansas meeting. Participants identified pros and cons for staying 
within the current denomination and continuing to resist; others believe it is time to leave the church (as either 
churches/annual conferences/entire jurisdictions 

https://wesleyancovenant.org/
https://goodnewsmag.org/about-the-movement/
https://www.confessingumc.org/?fbclid=IwAR2felr8sXZlxE_4oGQabdxegJ1R2cXm2K8NotOKSotsAWwrMinwO0NP9AM
https://www.confessingumc.org/?fbclid=IwAR2felr8sXZlxE_4oGQabdxegJ1R2cXm2K8NotOKSotsAWwrMinwO0NP9AM
http://renewnetwork.org/
http://transformingcongregations.org/
https://unitingmethodists.com/
https://mainstreamumc.com/
https://umcnext.com/


Reconciling Ministries Network – RMN grew out of Affirmation about 35 years ago to pursue 

equality and justice for LGBTQ people in the UMC. They are committed to remaining an 

advocate for justice across the expressions of Methodism that may grow from this and other 

movements over the next months and years. Their immediate focus is two-fold; leading and 

participating in conversations across the connection and putting pressure on the system to 

force change. They are also preparing for a potential onslaught of complaints early next year 

when the Traditional Plan goes into effect. The process for creating the new will not be immediate and RMN is 

committed to finding creative solutions for those who are the most vulnerable under the Traditional Plan while the 

new expressions of Methodism are being born, inside or outside of the UMC. 

UMForward – UMForward hosted a gathering, Our Movement Forward (OMF), in 

Minneapolis May 2019. OMF was a Summit to discuss the future of The United Methodist 

Church, centered on POC+Q+T (Person of Color, Queer, and Transgender) voices. Some of 

the most articulate, faithful, visionary leaders of the church are People of Color (POC) + 

Queer (Q) + Transgender People yet their voices have not been centered in conversations 

since the General Conference. A vision statement was released after the event and can be 

found on the UM Forward Facebook page. 

Western Jurisdiction – The Western Jurisdiction convened after General Conference 2019 and reaffirmed its 

commitment to continue to fully welcome LGBTQIA+ persons. The Western Jurisdiction places a high priority on 

collaborative efforts and seeks to include leadership from persons of color, young people, and LGBTQIA+ persons. 

They identified strategic priorities and have formed task forces for each around theological statement, coalition 

building, safe harbor for clergy, new movement process, structural change, complaints, future scenarios, central 

conference relationships, branding, funding and disruption. 
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POSSIBLE PLANS TO ADDRESS CURRENT IMPASSE 

Two Bishops Plan (or Jones/Bard Plan) – Organizes a method for all annual conferences to leave the UMC and join 

one of three (or two) successor global denominations, each with their own Constitutions and Books of Discipline, 

but sharing Wespath, GCFA, UMCOR, Publishing House, and Archives/History. Churches could choose separately 

from the annual conference. As people organize into the two or three successor denominations, the UMC would 

https://rmnetwork.org/
https://um-forward.org/
https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/ahomeforall/
https://um-insight.net/
https://um-insight.net/topics/umc_future/
https://um-insight.net/topics/umc_schism/
https://um-insight.net/topics/2019-general-conference/
http://hackingchristianity.net/umc/topics
http://hackingchristianity.net/umc/schism
https://www.umnews.org/
https://www.umnews.org/en/category/general-church
https://cdnsc.umc.org/-/media/umc-media/2019/07/10/15/22/2019-308-a-new-form-of-unity.ashx


end up with no members. All other general agency assets liquidated and distributed to the successor 

denominations. Does not require constitutional amendments. Would try to suspend all complaints and trials during 

implementation. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/two-bishops-offer-plan-for-denominations-future  

https://peopleneedjesus.net/2019/07/11/thoughts-on-the-bard-jones-plan/  

https://www.facebook.com/wesleyanevangelicalnetwork/posts/2058414050951477  

https://davidfwatson.me/2019/07/16/the-bard-jones-plan-cooperative-separation/  

https://newmethodism.wordpress.com/2019/07/23/study-guide-to-the-bard-jones-plan/ 

 
Lovett Weems -- General Conference is Broken; Annual Conferences Are Not – Lovett Weems has noted that 

although General Conference is broken, the annual conference is not. Bishop John Schol has said annual 

conferences will be the places that find the way forward because it is in the annual conference where relationships 

are established and nurtured and where pace and tone can be set recognizing contextual differences. Greater New 

Hersey at a special annual conference session in March created a Way Forward Team to identity how GNJ will be in 

ministry with all people, including the LGBTQ+ community. The Way Forward Team has established a purpose 

statement to help congregations thrive by turning the church outward through new expressions of Methodism. The 

Team has asked for a special annual conference session in the Fall to roll out a pilot of three expressions to model 

new forms of ministry in the midst of theological diversity. Bishop Bob Farr is having similar conversations in 

Missouri around how annual conferences could work this out themselves. 16 additional bishops from the U.S. and 

one from outside the U.S. have expressed interest in an annual conference plan. 

US Connection Table – Regional Conferences - The Connectional Table approved sending legislation to General 
Conference 2020 that will create a new structure for churches in the United States, called a regional conference, 
during an online meeting July 18, 2019. The proposed legislation stipulates that the U.S. Regional Conference will 
have geographic boundaries congruent with the territory of the U.S. annual conferences. Jurisdictions will continue 
to function with their current powers and duties, including their process to elect bishops. 
 

RELATED INFORMATION 

European Central Conferences – The European areas are each unique in their context and are appropriately 

convening conversations about the future of the church within their area. In the German area, the Executive 

Committee released a statement following General Conference stating they would not “follow the chosen way of 

controlling people in their disposition and imposing stricter penalties.” The Bishop in Germany is convening groups 

in Germany to discuss a “shared future,” the details of which are unknown at this time. 

NE Jurisdiction gathering – The Northeastern Jurisdiction Seminary President/Deans representing the three 

Seminaries in the NEJ, five bishops representing the College of Bishops and 12 clergy and laity representing several 

conferences met to talk about a jurisdictional way forward that connects and supports conferences as we assess 

and identify the best path forward in light of the General Conference action. The NEJ is one of the most diverse 

jurisdictions theologically and ethnically and that different paths and expressions may be needed. It also affirmed 

that Wesleyan theological education will be critical to a strong Methodist Movement in the future. 

Standing Committee on U.S. Matters – The Connectional Table and others are working on a two-step proposal that 

would allow US delegates to deal with US matters through a Committee on U.S. matters and eventually become a 

regional body similar to a central conference (with the power to adapt the adaptable portions of the Discipline). It 

is not intended to address legislation concerning human sexuality. 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/two-bishops-offer-plan-for-denominations-future
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/two-bishops-offer-plan-for-denominations-future
https://peopleneedjesus.net/2019/07/11/thoughts-on-the-bard-jones-plan/
https://www.facebook.com/wesleyanevangelicalnetwork/posts/2058414050951477
https://davidfwatson.me/2019/07/16/the-bard-jones-plan-cooperative-separation/
https://newmethodism.wordpress.com/2019/07/23/study-guide-to-the-bard-jones-plan/
https://www.churchleadership.com/focus/general-conference-is-broken-annual-conferences-are-not/
http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/connectional-table-approves-legislation-creating-new-u.s.-structure


Council of Bishops Servant Listening Team – The COB desires to walk alongside the various groups and stay 

connected about future models of structural unity and differentiation. They have named a servant listening team 

convened Bishop Carter and Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey. The other members of the team are Bishop Rudy Juan, 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung, Bishop Bill McAlilly, Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Bishop Bruce Ough, Bishop Harald Ruckert, 

Bishop Elaine Stanovsky, Bishop James Swanson and Bishop John Yambasu. 

There are literally thousands of conversations taking place across the church between individuals, churches, annual 

conferences, jurisdictions and any number of organizations, agencies and networks. This list is just a snapshot in 

time. 
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